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Welcome

Noel Daly, 
Principal 

Patricia Cullen, 
Deputy Principal 

Keith McClearn, 
Deputy Principal 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Portlaoise College is a co-educational, multi-denominational school delivering 
excellent education provision in Portlaoise. 

Our school is a place of learning. We expect the very best of all our students. 
We offer a comprehensive range of subjects at Junior and Leaving Certificate 
and we are very proud of our examination results which, year on year, are 
excellent. We also offer a wide range of extra-curricular and co-curricular 
activities. 

At the heart of our policies is a genuine concern for the holistic development of 
each student. The welfare of your child is placed at the heart of all our 
practices. 

We strive, in partnership with parents and guardians, to challenge those who 
are gifted and to encourage those who need extra support to realise their full 
individual potential. 

As Principal, I am proud of the commitment of all the staff in our school. I am 
confident that the education provided at Portlaoise College is second to none. I 
have no doubt that if your child chooses Portlaoise College, he/she will be 
proud to belong to a school community that places wellbeing at the heart of all 
our practices.

I look forward to welcoming you and your son or daughter to Portlaoise College. 

Noel Daly, Principal  

Junior Cycle

All students follow a three year course of studies which prepares them for the Junior Certificate examination. 

The following subjects are available: 

Core Subjects  Option Subjects  

• Irish
• English
• Mathematics
• French or German
• Science
• History
• Geography
• Religion
• Computer Studies
• Social, Personal and Health Education
• Physical Education
• Career Guidance and Well-Being
• CSPE 

• Woodwork
• Metalwork
• Art
• Technical Graphics
• Home Economics
• Business Studies
• Music
• Coding/Design

Transition Year
Transition Year is a one year optional programme 
designed to develop self-directed learning and to 
promote maturity. It affords students the opportunity to 
acquire new skills while continuing to work in their core 
subject areas. Students take modules in a variety of 
subjects which enables them to make more informed 
choices when they enter Senior Cycle. 
Transition Year includes: core subjects, subject sampling, 
TY specific modules and once-off activities. 
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Senior Cycle

On completion of their Junior Certificate/Transition Year, students follow a two-year course of studies which prepares them 
for the Leaving Certificate examination. The Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme (LCVP) is also offered. 
The following subjects are available: 

Core Subjects Option Subjects 
• Irish

• English

• Mathematics

• Career Guidance & Counselling

• Religion

• Computer Studies

• P.E.

• Music

• Business

• French

• History

• Geography

• Politics & Society

• Home Economics

• Art

• Physics/Chemistry

• Biology

• Agricultural Science

• Engineering

• Construction Studies

• Design Communications Graphics

• Link Modules (LCVP)

Leaving Certificate Applied Programme

The Leaving Certificate Applied programme at Portlaoise College is a two 
year Leaving Certificate available to students who wish to follow a practical 
Leaving Certificate programme with a vocational emphasis. 
It is a practical Leaving Certificate programme which focuses on preparation 
for the world of work and life-long learning. 
The learning experiences are active and practical where students apply their 
knowledge, skills and experiences to real life situations in Portlaoise 
College, in the workplace and the wider community.

College Structures
All our structures at Portlaoise College are student-centred. 
At Portlaoise College there is a great emphasis on the 
welfare and wellbeing of our students.   
Portlaoise College is dedicated to the provision of supports 
that encourage the development of our students, we 
encourage and reward good behaviour.
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Strong School Supports

Meitheal 

A group of sixth year students are assigned to 1st year 

students. The Meitheal leaders help the 1st year students 

to settle into Portlaoise College by meeting them 

regularly and organising bonding events. The senior 

students act as positive role models and provide support 

and encouragement for our new students.  

Student Council 

The main aim of the Student Council at Portlaoise College is 

to promote the interests of the school and the involvement 

of students in the affairs of the school in co-operation with 

the Board of Management, parents and teachers. This 

partnership works for the benefit of the school and its 

students. The Student Council consists of representatives 

from each year.  

Parent Involvement 

 Parent-teacher meetings are held regularly for each year 
group, however First Years, Third Years and Sixth Years have 
two parent-teacher meetings a year.

Reports are sent out three times over the academic year. 

Parents  are kept informed of school activities by weekly 
texts and by letters sent throughout the course of the year. 

A school year calendar is distributed to pupils in September. 

Parents are very welcome to telephone the school to make 
an appointment to discuss their child's progress. 

Parents can monitor their child's attendance and academic 
performance through VSWare.
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Extra-Curricular Activities

School Tours
Annual trips abroad are organised to provide students with 
the opportunities to experience different activities and 
cultures. Every two years students and staff from Portlaoise 
College visit the Gambia in West Africa to carry out work in 
two different schools and to give  donations to local 
hospitals. Over the last two years students from Portlaoise 
College have had the opportunity to visit Belgium, Holland, 
Italy, Spain and Scotland.  

We are committed at Portlaoise College to 
providing a holistic experience for every 
student. We provide a wide range of extra-
curricular activities during lunch time and after 
school. Students are encouraged to represent 
the school.  
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Music

Debating
Students are prepared for internal and external debating 
competitions. These activities build confidences and self-
esteem and assist the school in its desire to educate 
students to become independent, confident young adults. 

Enterprise
Students at Portlaoise College are encouraged to showcase 
their entrepreneurial skills through many activities such as 
the School Bank, the Annual Christmas Fair, “Learn to Earn” 
programme and the Young Enterprise Competition.  

Music is an important subject within our curriculum and 
students are provided the opportunity to become a member 
of our school choir. In addition Portlaoise College also stages 
annual talent shows and musicals. 

Sports
The role of exercise and sport in a child’s life cannot be 
underestimated and we in Portlaoise College offer a very 
broad and balanced curriculum in that regard. Every 
evening after school and at lunchtime there are a range 
of activities offered. We challenge for honours in 
numerous sports throughout the year and in recent years 
we have won All-Ireland and provincial titles in Athletics, 
Gaelic Football, Spikeball and Volleyball.  

Sports at Portlaoise College: 

Soccer 
Basketball 
Volleyball 
Equestrian 
Golf
Table Tennis 

Gaelic Football 
Athletics 
Spikeball 
Rugby
Hurling  
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Digital Learning
Technology is a method which facilitates excellent teaching and 
learning. Our ethos at Portlaoise College is to make sure that our 
students are prepared for learning and working in a technology 
dependent society.  
E-books along with paper books are mandatory for all First year 
students in Portlaoise College. All First years receive a tablet pre-
loaded with a complete bookshelf.
E-Books also have many other added advantages for students 
which include:

 The creation of independent learners – love of learning 

 Replacing heavy bags 

 Increased use of ICT / digital technology / collaboration 

in learning 

 “Smart” economy – jobs of the future 

School of Distinction
In May 2017 Portlaoise College received a prize for our various activities 

held during College Awareness Week. We were awarded the "School of 

Distinction" from Trinity College Dublin for 2017/18 which is our second 

year in a row to achieve the award. 

Recognising Excellence 
1st Year Scholarship Programme: 
Portlaoise College offers a scholarship programme to 
incoming 1st years. Students who sit the entrance exam are 
then invited to sit a separate exam for a scholarship 
programme. The scholarship programme was introduced to 
reward excellence and high academic standards. 

Third Level Bursary Programme:  
The Parents Council at Portlaoise College have financially 
supported student’s third level progression by sponsoring a 
bursary. Through this bursary, students receive a financial 
contribution towards their third level education fees.   

Irish and French Scholarships:   
Portlaoise College in association with Laois/Offaly ETB offer 
a scholarship programme to the Gaeltacht and French 
summer schools to students who excel in these subjects.

Evening of Excellence:  

Portlaoise College recognises the achievements of students by 
operating a Merit System, which is recorded in the student 
journal. Students receive merits of achievement from their 
teachers, tutors and Year Head throughout the year. These 
students who achieve the most merits in subjects or extra-
curricular activities may be awarded a term award and/or an 
end of  year award at our annual awards ceremony. This event 
is held at the end of the academic year, in May and is attended 
by many distinguished guest speakers from the world of 
politics, television and sport.
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For more information or to arrange an appointment to discuss the future 
enrolment of your son/daughter please contact us: 

Tel.: (057) 8621480

Email: info@portlaoisecollege.ie
www.portlaoisecollege.ie


